LESSON TITLE 

Multicultural month: Chinese Dragon Puppets

GRADE LEVEL 

2nd grade

DURATION

2 class periods

GENERAL LESSON OBJECTIVES 

Students will gain an understanding of the meaning of the Dragon to the Chinese culture. 

ART SOLs
2.4   The student will identify and use pattern—alternating, and repeating.

2.14  The student will identify symbols from various cultures.

2.15  The student will identify art from other cultures, including Ancient China.

CORE SOLs

Project supports school and city-wide multicultural theme for the month of March. 

Math

2.25
The student will identify, create, and extend a wide variety of patterns, using concrete objects, and pictures.

MATERIALS

· Teacher Materials 

· Teacher examples of project

· Images of dragons

· Chart of dragon parts

· Student Materials 

	18x12 white construction paper
Oval template
Rectangle template
Pencils
Tempera cakes
Water container
Paper towels
Paintbrushes
	Craft sticks
Tape
Construction paper (scraps)
Feathers
Glue
Scissors
Sharpies



VOCABULARY 

Patterns – repetition of lines, shapes or objects that create a design

Symbol - something that represents something else

ADVANCED ORGANIZER 

· Cut paper

· Print and laminate images of dragons

· Create chart of dragon parts

· Create teacher example of dragon

MOTIVATIONAL ACTIVITY 

Since March is multicultural month, we are going to create work inspired by China. Does anyone know what the Chinese New Year is? It is a celebration in February to celebrate the beginning of spring. Families get together to say goodbye to the old and welcome the new. Does that sound like the American New Year celebration? One of the most popular symbols for Chinese New Year is the dragon. The dragon is a symbol of strength, goodness, and good luck, and supernatural forces. The dragon is said to be a mythical combination of many animals, which we will discuss in a little bit. 

During the Chinese New Year, one of the main events is a large parade down the city streets. As part of this parade, people dress up in dragon costumes and dance down the streets. These costumes are made of brightly colored silk and decorated very extravagantly. Some of the dragons are 100 feet long! Men and boys perform intricate dragon dances with one person manipulating the head of the dragon and the rest moving the body.

Today you will be creating Chinese-inspired dragon puppets. The Chinese dragon is said to be made up of parts from 9 animals. On the poster board, you can see the list of these parts. You will incorporate all 9 of these parts into your dragon drawing. 

Must have 9 parts: 

1. Head of a camel

2. Horns of a deer 

3. Ears of a bull

4. Neck of a snake

5. 5 claws of a hawk

6. Scales of a fish

7. Paws of a tiger

8. Belly of a clam

9. Eyes of a hare (rabbit)

Also in your drawing you will use patterns and designs to decorate your dragon. 

DEMO

Get 18x12 construction paper. Write name and room number on back. Fold in half like a hamburger. Now fold the paper in half again like a hamburger. Open the paper back up. One side of your paper will be used for your dragon drawing. The other side will be used for the body of the dragon. 

First, pick one side of your paper. On that side, trace the rectangle, leaving white space on all sides. Next, I will walk you through creating the basic shape for your dragon’s body. Trace the oval onto the paper, making sure that the shape crosses over the center line. Now draw a circle for the head and a smaller circle for the mouth. The legs are kind of shaped like rectangles so use a rectangle shape for the legs. The tail curves around like the letter C. Now time to add on the dragon’s features. Draw your dragon on white construction paper with pencil using the 9 parts shown on the chart. Make the drawing large on the paper. Get approval from teacher. Paint and decorate dragon.  Paint and decorate the rectangle. 

Day 2: 
Cut out dragon and rectangle. Cut dragon in half along folded line. Using construction paper and feathers, add other features onto the dragon, like fire, spikes, hair, beard, etc. 

After decorated, fold rectangle like an accordion. Glue the dragon’s head to one end and the tail to the other, paint facing out. Tape Popsicle sticks to back of head and tail.  If time allows, students can use Sharpie to outline features. 
LESSON SEQUENCE
Students will:

1. Get construction paper. Write name & room number on back. Fold in half like a hamburger.  Fold again like a hamburger. 
2. On one side, trace rectangle for body. 

3. On the other side, trace oval for body, making sure to lay it over the center line. 

4. Use basic shapes to create the figure for the dragon. Draw a circle for the head and a circle for the mouth. Rectangle for the legs and a C for the tail. 

5. Add features to the basic dragon shape. Get teacher’s approval. 

6. Decorate dragon with paint.

7. Paint white construction paper to use for accordion belly. Allow to dry. 

8. Cut out dragon and cut in half along folded lines. Write name on back of dragon. 
9. Cut out paper for accordion belly. Fold belly paper like an accordion. 

10. Glue head of dragon onto one end of accordion paper and glue tail onto other end of paper, with paint showing out. 

11. Decorate dragon with construction paper and feathers. 

12. Tape craft sticks to back of dragon on both sides. 

13. If time allows, students can use Sharpie to outline features. 
14. Place on drying rack. 

CLOSURE 

What are the 9 parts to the Chinese dragon? 

What does the Chinese dragon symbolize? 
Why did we study the art work of another culture such as China? 

Clean Up: 

Students will:

· Place paint brushes in proper bucket. 

· Throw trash away. 

· Put Supplies back in bin on table. 

STUDENT EVALUATION 

Students will successfully produce a Chinese-inspired dragon puppet with the correct parts and good construction.

